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The International Baccalaureate (IB) organization's academic programs began in 1968, primarily 
as a way for the children of European diplomats, business executives, and other professionals to 
keep up their college preparatory studies while abroad. They expanded to the United States in 
1971. The goal of the organization, "to prepare students to assume a meaningful role in today's 
global society," resonates with those who understand that American students need to be exposed 
to a world-class educational experience in order to be successful in the global economy of the 
21st century. 
 
IB offers programs for all grade levels—primary school, middle school, and high school. The 
high school program, called the Diploma Program, is the most common in the United States. 
Offerings vary by school but each IB school must offer at least one course in each of the six IB 
content areas (first language, acquired language, individuals and societies, experimental sciences, 
the arts, and mathematics and computer sciences) and fulfill uniform curriculum and course 
requirements.  
 
Students may take individual IB courses or may be enrolled in the two-year Diploma Program. 
Those enrolled in the Diploma Program must take a sequence of subject classes and a theory of 
knowledge class and write a 4,000 word research paper on an approved subject of their choice. 
Diploma candidates must also participate in 150 hours of creativity, action, and service, which 
includes extracurricular arts, sports, and community service. The Diploma Program culminates in 
the senior year with oral and written assessments in each IB course that count for three-quarters 
of the final grade. Students must score at least 24 of 42 possible points on exams across the six 
subject areas identified above. Students can receive up to three additional points for work in the 
theory of knowledge course and their creativity, action, and service participation. 
 
Atherton High School in Jefferson County has been a participating IB school for several years, 
while Tates Creek High School in Fayette County has more recently adopted an IB program. 
Representatives from these two schools will be present at the December 12 meeting to discuss 
participation in their programs and the benefits the IB program brings to the students enrolled.   
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